EDMONTON POLICE SERVICE Y7)

REPORT TO THE EDMONTON POLICE COMMISSION

DATE: 2010 March 17

SUBJECT: Discontinuation of the Edmonton Police Service Shotgun Program

RECOMMENDATION(S):

That this report be received for information.

INTRODUCTION:

This report serves as notification that the Edmonton Police Service will discontinue
using shotguns as a patrol long-gun. This recommendation was initiated by the
Edmonton Police Service's Officer Safety Firearms Unit and was approved by the Use
of Force Committee co-chaired by Deputy Chief Norm Lipinski and Deputy Chief David
Korol

BACKGROUND:

The Officer Safety Firearms Unit has recommended the removal and discontinued
deployment of the Remington ‘870’ shotgun as a long barreled weapon in Patrol in
favor of the current .223 carbine patrol rifles (Colt M4, Armalite and Diemaco).

Following the introduction of the carbine program, Deputy Chief Lipinski requested an
analysis of the viability of the Shotgun Program.

In 1998, the Patrol carbine program began due to identified concerns with the shotgun’s
limited effective range (13-15 meters) with the .00 buckshot (9 x .32 caliber pellets)
ammunition. There were also concerns with the over penetration of the .00 buckshot.
To alleviate the concern over the limited effective range of the .00 buckshot, the
Edmonton Police Service began issuing shotgun slug ammunition. This allowed for an
increase in the shotgun’s effective range of up to 50 meters (half the effective
operational distance of a patrol carbine). This was only intended to be an interim
solution until a suitable patrol rifle could be researched and deployed in sufficient
numbers to eventually replace the shotgun program.






