EDMONTON POLICE SERVICE

RN POl

REPORT TO THE EDMONTON POLICE COMMISSION

DATE: 2017 January 31

SUBJECT: Edmonton Police Service Control Tactics Statistics
2016 January — December Report

RECOMMENDATION:

That this report be received for information.

INTRODUCTION:

The Edmonton Police Service (EPS) submits two reports annually to the Edmonton
Police Commission that outline all instances of reported use of force. One report
provides a statistical summary of use of force events that occurred during the first half of
the year and the second report provides a statistical summary of the entire year.

The information contained in this report was generated using statistical data captured
from electronic Control Tactics Reports for occurrences with reported dates between
2016 Jan 01 and 2016 Dec 31. This report will also include a comparison of the current
use of force data with previous data.

BACKGROUND:

The EPS captures use of force data through its electronic Control Tactics Reports.
Control Tactics Reports are submitted after a police officer utilizes force where one or
more of the following circumstances are present:

1. Injury resulting to any person;

2. Force used was higher than empty hand (soft) control, which is used
for cooperative handcuffing;

3. Use of control tactics such as stunning techniques, direct mechanical
techniques, chemical agents (O.C. spray), conducted energy weapon
(CEW), control instruments, impact weapons, special impact
munitions;

4. Firearm was drawn, displayed or pointed;

5. In the opinion of the investigating member and/or supervisor, unusual
circumstances exist that necessitate the submission of the report.
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COMMENTS/DISCUSSION:

There were 2292 control tactics occurrences in 2016, 5.0% lower than 2015. There were
4074 control tactics forms submitted in 2016 as compared to 4500 in 2015 a 9.5%
decrease.

The reason that the number of Control Tactics Reports (in the chart below) are higher than
the number of occurrences is due to the EPS policy requirement for every officer, involved
in the use of force, to submit a Control Tactics Report. As well, more than one technique
could be used at any one occurrence and different members on the scene may use
different levels of force.

Percentage
Jan - Dec 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 Change

2015-2016
Occurrences | 3077 | 1971 | 1964 | 2012 | 2074 | 2413 | 2292 -5.0%
Control Tactics | goas | 3453 | 3527 | 3687 | 3488 | 4500 | 4074 9.5%
Reports

In late 2010, the EPS recognized that the need for engaged supervision is a critical link
in the Reasonable Officer Response process and implemented a service wide system to
ensure supervisory oversight and review of all reportable use of force events. This
process divided use of force events into two categories for review. Generally, Category
| reviews involve reportable uses of force of a minor nature and Category |l reviews are
those involving a higher level or those circumstances where a supervisor decides a
Category Il review may be warranted.

Note: The data from incidents that require a 46.1 notification to the Director of Law
Enforcement, which get assigned to the Alberta Serious Incident Response Team
(ASIRT), do not form part of this report.

Comparative Analysis of Category | and Category Il Occurrences

Change
Occurrences 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2015-
2016
Category | 1592 | 1051 1067 | 1073 | 1177 | 1469 | 1369 -6.8%
Category Il 1485 920 907 939 897 944 943 -0.1%
0,
%tt:lgory” %0 | 48.3% | 46.7% | 46.2% | 46.7% | 43.2% | 39.1% | 40.8% | 1.7%

Comparative Analysis of Category | and Category Il Control Tactics Reports

! Change
Control Tactics | 5040 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2015-
RS 2016
Category | 3871 | 2141 | 2250 | 2363 | 2210 | 3120 | 2677 | -14.2%
Category |l 2175 | 1312 | 1277 | 1324 | 1278 | 1380 | 1397 | 1.2%
0,
gfa}i?a‘flry” % | 36.0% | 38.0% | 36.2% | 35.9% | 36.6% | 30.7% | 34.3% | 3.6%
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The tables above show that the majority of Occurrences are Category | occurrences which
consist of displays of force, (Canine Presence ,CEW Presence or Firearms Low Ready)
and the lowest levels of hands on control such as holding/escort positions and joint
locks. They also show that 66.7% of Control Tactics Reports in 2016 did not rise above

the threshold for a Category | review.

In 2016 the number of reportable use of force occurrences decreased by 5% and the
number of Control Tactics Reports decreased by 9.5%. By grouping use of force events
into Category | and Category Il we can see that the number of Category Il occurences has
remained constant in 2016 compared to 2015

.CONCLUSION:

The EPS introduced Reasonable Officer Response to assist in providing a professional
and defensible use of force framework. This is premised on basing the use of force on
the standard of “objective reasonableness” and includes a supporting foundation based

upon:
1. Lawful and professional presence,
2. Tactical communications, and

3. Tactical considerations.

EPS recognized that the need for engaged supervision involving use of force events is
critical. Supervisory reviews are a requisite step in the Reasonable Officer Response
process; further, they provide guidance and mentorship to the membership. This
resulted in the implementation of service wide protocols following all EPS reportable use
of force events which included professional awareness, thorough reporting and
supervisory oversight review.

- ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ATTACHED:

This report contains the following attachments:

Attachment 1 - Comparison of the various control tactics that were utilized (2015
vs. 2016);

Attachment 2 - Table depicting the ascending order of the control tactics utilized

Attachment 3 — The top ten CAD event types where force was used and the top
ten EPS event types where force was used;

Attachment 4 - A quarterly comparison of CTR occurrences and reports in 2016;

Attachment 5 - A monthly comparison depicting the geographical location of the
various control tactics occurrences. This is a comparison of the
geographical location of the use of force and is not a reflection of
the use of force by individual Divisions, Sections, Units, etc;

Attachment 6 - A quarterly comparison of the of the control tactics utilized over the last
6 years.
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